
Church and the Coronavirus 
An Update from the Pastors 

_____________ 
 
Friends in Christ, 
 
When we wrote to you last week about the growing outbreak of Covid-19, the new 
coronavirus illness, we promised to update what we said as circumstances changed and 
more information became available.  
 
An obvious change since last week it that the virus has reached Northeast Ohio. Two days 
ago Governor DeWine urged a statewide cancellation of events that would draw large 
numbers of people together. The City of Cleveland obliged by pulling the plug on next 
week’s St. Patrick’s Day parade. Area colleges are suspending in-person classes and moving 
to online instruction for the next several weeks. We are paying close attention to these 
things—of course—as we think about how best to serve and care for all of you. 
 
Neither the governor, nor local health officials, nor today’s guidelines from the Centers for 
Disease Control (CDC) are suggesting that churches should stop holding services—at least 
not yet.  
 
So yes, there will certainly be services at Messiah this weekend and in coming weeks 
too unless the authorities recommend otherwise. We will get in touch with them 
immediately if we hear of any infection in our church and school. 
 
We continue to read that the coronavirus is not a serious threat for most people, resulting 
often in symptoms no worse than those of a common cold. On the other hand, “older people 
and those with existing health conditions, like heart or lung disease, are at higher risk,” to 
quote from one of yesterday’s many reports. Here we think too of people with 
compromised immune systems. This “higher risk” category includes some who of us at 
Messiah.   It’s for their sake in particular—to say nothing of frail friends, relatives, or 
passing strangers—that the rest of us need to exercise all due caution when we’re together. 
Even healthy people are potential carriers of the virus, or so it seems at this point. 
 
With this in mind we repeat what we said last week about paying extra attention to 
hygienic habits like washing hands thoroughly and often and covering mouths and noses 
when coughing. If you are ill, or if you think you might have been exposed to the virus, we 
encourage you to stay home. 
 
If someone at church this weekend is reluctant to shake your hand, please respect that. If 
you’d prefer not to shake hands yourself, don’t think twice about saying so—and 
acknowledge the other person with a smile and a nod of the head. You will see your pastors 
doing that themselves this weekend—hands over the heart as a sign of the peace that flows 
from Christ’s own heart. You will also see us slipping out while the offering is being 
received to that we can wash our hands very thoroughly before communion begins.  
 



Here some additional steps we are taking in light of the weeks’ development— 
 

 In order to minimize the chance of becoming inadvertent carriers of the virus we 
plan as your pastors to severely limit our own exposure to large crowds away from 
Messiah. We are also developing a back-up plan in case either of us should have to 
be quarantined along the way—not that we are expecting this. We are doing the 
same for members of the church staff. 

 
 If you or someone else in the congregation should be placed in quarantine, please 

let us know. It will be very important for us to be aware of this so we can discuss 
with health officials what this might mean for all us. 
 

 Should you find yourself in quarantine and needing help with getting food and other 
necessities delivered to your doorstep, don’t hesitate to ask. This is exactly that sort 
of the thing we need to be able to do for each other as brothers and sisters in Christ.  

 
 About our weekly offering: In keeping with some advice from other pastors and 

church officials, we are going to try a new way of gathering offerings this weekend. 
Instead of passing plates, we’ll make them available at the head of the aisle, inviting 
people forward to present their gifts there. 

 
 We remind you that our services are livestreamed through our website, 

www.messiahchurchfairview.org. Look under the “Worship” tab and scroll down to 
“Watch Services Online.” If you need help accessing them, call the church office. 

 
 Even as we say this, we encourage you to keep coming to church for as long as 

you are healthy and feel comfortable doing this. There is no substitute for people 
being in the same room together with Christ in our midst through Word and 
Sacrament. That’s the heart and essence of what church is about. During Lent we’re 
enjoying the special gift of Wednesday Family Nights with a shared meal, playtime 
and devotions for children, and a 7 p.m. service of Word and Prayer. This too will 
continue unless circumstances change further. 

 
Finally, we urge us all, especially in days like these, to remember who we are: God’s 
daughters and sons in Jesus Christ, precious and dear to the Lord beyond understanding. 
These are more than mere words. They are enduring statements of everlasting truth. God 
grant us the faith to regard them as such and to behave accordingly. Let us all refuse to be 
afraid even as we are thoughtful and sensible, with our eyes and hearts open to the 
neighbor in need. “Let your light so shine,” as our Lord Jesus says. 
 
Faithfully yours, 
 
Pr. Burce and Pr. Bridger 
March 12, 2020 

http://www.messiahchurchfairview.org/

